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Note-The Committee also suggests that District Judiciary/High Courts/Supreme
Court can ecourage these advocates by giving them merit certificates based upon
their contributions to the pro-bono works done by them and such merit certificates
could be utilized while Assessing their individual merits, The pro-bono work done
by a lawyer may be taken into consideration for assessing his/her merit when they

apply for any judicial posts, law officers post including appointment of High Court
Judges and Supreme Court Judges.
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To,

The Member Secretary
All the State Legal Services Authorities

Sub: Recommendations made qua the Role of Lawyers and Compensation in 143"
Report of the Department-Related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel,
Public Grievance, Law and Justice on “Review of the working of Legal Aid under the
Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987,

Respected Sir’/Madam,

This is to apprise you that the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Departmental-Related
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice. on the subjeet
Review of the working of Legal Aid under the Legal Services Authorities Act. 1987 presented its 143
Report to the Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha on 07.02.2024.

2, The Parliamentary Standing Committee, in its 143rd Report, observed that the current
compensation structure for lawyers providing legal aid is inadequate. with nominal honorariums that
fail to attract experienced professionals. This shortfall leaves a void in the quality of services available

to underprivileged citizens.

3. The aforementioned report from Para 16 to 22 takes note of the deliberations and
recommendations of the Committee qua the “Role of Lawyers and Compensation™ and the
recommendations read as under: -
“19. Therefore, the Committee is of the view that Bar Council of India should make
mandatory appearance of every lawyer in.at least in one probeno work in a vear to enahle
him to secure any relief fund from All India/State Bar Counceil,
20. Further, the Commitiee is also of the view that designared Senior Advocates in all High
Courts/Supreme Court may come together to form « panel for doing pro-bono works and
undertake such works. In each District Judiciary, [ligh Cowrts and in Supreme Cowrt, the
Advocates 7 Bar Association can involve advocates in pro-bona works by rotation and
Association can monitor the same.
21, The Committee also suggests that District Judiciary/High Courts/Supreme Court can
encourage these advocates by giving them merit certificates based upon their contributions

10 the pro-bono works done by them and such merit certificates could be wtilized while
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